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international art exhibition related to themes in contemporary
bioethics was on display at HKBU, with more than a dozen
images in various media which were considered to be the best
entries from a wide range of cultures and different ages of
artistically talented persons.

This exhibition was located at the entrance to the large
auditorium where the first public symposium in Cantonese
was addressing the theme, “The Meaning of Human Rights
and Family” from the perspective of the five major religious
traditions which are authorized in the People’s Republic
of China. The panel took place on the first evening of the
conference, and was attended by many members of the
public. Along with the President and Vice Chancellor, our Dean
of Arts, and the UNESCO representative, Dr. York Chow, the
Chairperson of the Hong Kong Government’s Commission
on Equal Opportunities was present during the opening
ceremony.

Before a crowd of nearly 400 participants, a good number
being secondary students, this panel set forth important
religious principles for affirming what could be generally
conceived as “family values”. Led by the former Director of
the Student Affairs Office, Dr. Eddie Ho, the panel included
prominent local representatives from Buddhist, Daoist, Muslim,
Protestant and Roman Catholic communities, all of whom
expressed strong affirmations for the application of human
rights to those involved in what should be characterized as
more traditional forms of modern families.

Questions raised about the legal status and religious
attitudes toward non-traditional forms of family units were
raised in public discussions, but the general orientation of
the presentations and the specific points advocated by the
speakers were strongly in favor or strengthening the legal
protections based on the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (first promulgated in 1948) for all members of modern
families.
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Doctors, lawyers, psychologists, philosophers and theologians from 7 religious traditions travelled from 13 different countries to participate in the Third
UNESCO Chair in Bioethics and Human Rights International Conference on Bioethics, Multiculturalism and Religion in Hong Kong from December 3-5
2013.
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Later in the week a second public symposium dealing
with the theme “Human Rights, Family and Pluralistic
Society” addressed this theme from a more scholarly and
legal point of view. Once again, the venue was packed
with over two hundred participants from across many
sectors of Hong Kong society were present, listening first
to the lively and interesting presentations made by Prof.
Thomas Leung from Vancouver, Canada, and the Head
of our Religion and Philosophy Department, Prof. Kwan
Kai Man. Responses were given by one former legal
representative of the Hong Kong SAR, Dr. Denis Chang,
and by a UNESCO representative, the Rev. Prof. Joseph
Tham, followed by engaged conversations prompted by
questions raised by members of the audience.

Notably, where issues of multiculturalism and religious
diversity and their shared values were not very
significantly addressed within the formal conference,
these were concerns explored in relative depth by
speakers in the two evening sessions held in Cantonese.
The engagement of participants in the subsequent
question and answer periods at both venues indicated
the deeply felt relevance of these concerns within many
dimensions of contemporary Hong Kong society, and
so provided a venue within the context of our university,
involving many members of the organizing institutions
from HKBU’s Arts Faculty, where serious explorations
and fruitful exchanges by those discussing these themes
were realized. According to the plans of the organizing
institutions, a book in English of all the essays in the
conference will be prepared, edited by key figures from
both UNESCO and HKBU, so that these discussions
may continue to be carried on at least within larger
international Anglophone settings.
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The second public symposium dealing with the theme "Human Rights, Family and Pluralistic Society" presented by Prof. Thomas Leung from
Vancouver, Canada, and the Head of our Religion and Philosophy Department, Prof. Kwan Kai Man. Responses were given by one former legal
representative of the Hong Kong SAR, Dr. Denis Chang, and by a UNESCO representative, the Rev. Prof. Joseph Tham.





